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To the Right Woulhip- 
ful SW 1ttiam 
Dy &\«- Baronet ; ot 
T ottenham-bigh-croſy . , 
High Sheriff of . rhe 
County of . Eſſe.. 


WORTHY SIR; 

Os cannot: be\ more 
Jwpriſed to fee thoſe 
{Votes maac publick, 
than Ivas(heing then 
ſo wholly a ſtranzer to 
you | by: your deft- 


ring me to perform that ſervice 


; which occaſioned their compoſare. 


eAnad though you u5'd a civil Apology, 


for giving me fo ſhort 4 warking for 
| \ A 


2 lo 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, | 
fo ſolemn ax appearance, 1ſhall troubli 
you and the world with neue, {6 ul 
ing to their importunity who drew them, 


ve. | 
T confeſs an obvious objeition oc- 
enrred R which would eſe a 
their entreaties, hed 7 efteemed ſo lon 
"YT 408, 45 my Own f 
fit to be put into the 17s ganas 
the good, 7 was made believe , they! 
may do, viz. left the acceptance they 
obtain'd,when tranfiently delivered to 
the car,  - ſhould loſe, when 
ſed to the ſeverer cenſure of the £e 
tt being no unuſual thing for Diſ-, 
courſes to fink , when diveſted. of the 
advantage of being en with. 
ſome quickneſs, warmth, and pe 
thos. Bat if they meet with com- 
mon candour in the Reader, which 1 


pence il be ſo little , either of mw. 
ney or time, that 4 ſmall charity may! 
excuſe his d iſappointment, if any hap- 
pen. [hav 


[4 
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|| , The Epiſtle-Dedicatory. 

- T have, Sir, inſcribed your name up- 
" on them, as 4 teſtimony of my re- 

a  ſpeits, the omiſſion of which would 
Ce been ſo indecent, that 7 hope it 

will neither by your ſelf, nor others, 

be imputed 45 ua fault, to 


* 
- 


TIYVDRHSAIKS 
D 


| 1678. ; 
Worthy Sir, 

6- | 
/ Your Loving 

| 
thi 
- Friend and Servant 
] 
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af Anthony Walker, 
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Afize Sermon: 


DELIVERED AT 


Chelmſford, July 8. 1679. 


2 SAM. 14. 12. 


Say 0n. 


m_ a Short Text, 
and as Short a 
Warning he no 
ood Prefaces to 

ong Sermon, they 
may be no bad or 
nnwelcome £arneſts * of "a ſhort 
one , as 1 deſign this ſhall be, 
A 4 not: 
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not to.comply with the humour of 
thoſe-un-devout Souls, to whom e- 
very thing is tediows - which is ſeri- 
ous, and to whom holy David him- 
ſelf, though, the ſweet Singer of 
Jjrael, \ prodaxe canit ,- is too long: 
as St. Gregory Nazianzen obſerves 1n 
his ſixteeath- Oration, ' and the fa- 
cred Melody of whoſe Pſalms can- 


not expiate, or atone for the length 
of them. 


But to comport decently with ' 


the preſent occaſion, that the Pul- 
pi# may not mtrench upon the 7r- 
bunal, nor the firſt Table over-lay 
the ſecond ; or crod'it up into too 
narrow a room. 

\ The words are a very ſmall, yet a 
molt conſiderable part/, of the /ar- 
geſt and beſt managed Parable in 
all the old Teſtament ; contrived by 
ſubtle Foab , and carried on , 
and aCted by the wiſe oman of 7e- 
koah, whom the Jewilh Rabbins 
wall necds have to be the m— 

rrer 
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ther of the Prophet Amos, a Na- 
tive and Inhabitant of rhe fame 
place ,, which, .S. Ferom tells 
us, Was a ſmall Town nine Miles 
diſtant from Feruſalem. 

The uſe of Parables, though it. 
was not unknown to other Nations, 
witneſs that famous one of Menius 
Azripps among the Romans, by 
which he ſucceſsfully appeaſed a 
_—_ » Popular Sedition; and 
thole many witty ones of honeſt 
Eſop, amongſt the Grecians ; yet was 
jt more ſignally frequent amongſt 
the Hebrews and Syrians, as 
Learned Grotiss obſerves; and as 
by that remarkable one of Fotham, 
Judg. g. and many other m the Old 
Teſtamenr ; and. by our Saviours 
trequent uſe of them, evidently ap- 


rs. 
OO though the fr Deſign of 
them ſeems ro have been to inſtru& 
the rude and ignorant multitude , 
whoſe minds are leſs ſuſceptive of 
the 
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the impreſſions ot fold Reaſon, they 
being a kind ot mental Pictures, 
(and you know- who call Pictures 
Lay-mans Books) by which the | 
matter 1s repreſented more lively to 
the Fancy and Imagination. 

Yer the ſecond endof them is to {+ 
inſinuate conviction and reproof in- | 
ſenſibly intotheir minds, who would 
be leſs patient of it, in expreſs words, * 
or plainer Reprehenſions. And 
thus athens had proceeded with 
David in the caſe of Uriah and Bath- 
ſhebs, chap. 12. and ſucceeded hap- 
Pe e him into Repentarce, 

the Parable of the poor Man's 
Ewe-Lamb. 

And thus 'Fozb by the Woman 
of 7eckoah attacks him here, by a 
fiction of her two” Sons ſtriving to- 
—_ in the Field, and the one 

ying the other, and the reſt of 
the Family riling up to put him to 
death. 

The ſcope of the whole was to 

prevanl 
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prevail with Devid to recall Abſolom 
trom Geſbur , whither he had fled, 
and where he had remained in Ba- 
niſhment three years after the ſlay- 
ing of his Brother Amnor. 

Although there is a great deal 
of Excellent matter in the Parable, 
and ſome would find even much of 
the Goſpel in it ; to inſtance but in 
one Verſe, viz. 14. which runs 
thus: For we muſt needs die, and are 
4s water ſpilt upon the ground, which 
cannot be gathered up again : neither 
doth God reſpett any perſon, yet doth 
he deviſe means that his baniſbed be 
not —_ om him, As it it im- 
ported thele three Particulars. 

1. The forlomn Eſtate of&-w att by 
the firſt Apoſtacy, and his defperare 
caſe that can no more recover him-_ 
(lf, than water ſpilt upon the 
Ground, and drunk up by -it, can 
be gathered up again. ® 

2. That zo an, in D1v1i4's Phraſe, 
caa redeem his Broth.r, or g.ve to 


God 
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God a ranſome for him, For Godre-- 
= nothing that any Man 'can 


3. Yet he himſelf helps, when + | 


no creature could, by his unſearch- 
able wildom deviſing means ( Job 
33. 24. Deliver bim from the pit, for 
{ have found s ranſome) by Chrift, 
to ſatisfhie Zuftice, and magnitic Mer- 
cy; to puniſh the Si», and the 
Sinner, that his baniſhed from Pa- 
radiſe may not be expelled from 
Heaven. 

But I muſt ,diſmiſs and ways 
whatever is contain'd inthe Body of 
the Parable, and fingle out this 
ſeaſonable Paſſage, Sy on. 

Which words ' are fo plain, they 
need no Explication; and ſo few, 
_ they admit no Diviſion: the only 
Method that remains to handle 
them, -ſeems "to be this, to conſi- 
der, A quo, cni, quo fine ditts 
ſunt. fy 


t. By 


- + + eo ow 


foz a Full Hearing {#7 
1. By whom they were ſpoken 
By David, a King, and a Fuage. 


2. 7o whom they were ſpoken : 
To the Hidow woman of Zekoah, 
a Petitioner, a Plaintiff, who ſtood 
before him for Help and Judg- 
ment. 


3}. To what end and intent they 
were ſpoken : Togive her leave and 
2ncouragement to make her Plez as 
ully xs the could, and to grant her a 
air Hearing before he pronounced 
entence in her caſe. 


Of theſe in order. : 
Firſt, Of the perſon who e 
hem, David, the Xing, the þ wn 
» whom this Women addreſſed her 
If, werſ. 4. Help, O King. So v. 
. My Lord, O King. So in this 
velfth Verle. Let thy handmaid, 7 
'sy thee, ſpeak one word unto puy Lord 
e King: and be ſaid, Say on. 


- 
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This Book is tiled by a Learned | 


Expoſitor, the 7hroxe of David, 
whom the Holy Ghoſt repreſents as 
the Exemplar and /con of an excel- 
lent Magiftrete, who himſelf had 

learn'd and praQtiſed that Leſſon he 
' raught his Son z He that rules over 
men muſt be juſt, ruling in the fear of 
the Lord, And this is not the keaſt 
inſtance and proof of it , ( that ac- 
cording to the old Verſe, 


Patiens fit Fudicis anris ) 


he was willing to hear out the Pea 
of her who ſtood before him 


for help, and by the forgetting | | 


which Rue , and defletting from 
which Method, he contracted one of 
the fouleſt blots we read him to 
have ſtained his Juſtice with, in all 
his Government: I mean in the caſe 
of Mephiboſbeth, 2 Sam. 19. 29. He 
laid, HVhy ſpeakeſt thou any more of thy 
matters, { have ſaid thou ind /ba 

4 iT iae 
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divide the land. Which precipitate 
Sentence had been prevented, and 
an innocent Maſter delivered from 
the (landers of a treacherons ſervant, 
if inſtead of why ſpeateſt thow any 
more | he had ſaid as he doth here, 
Say On, 

So that the words are a commend- 
able inſtance ( which may have the 
force of a ſtanding rule ) of a 
Magiſtrate , giving leave, en- 
couragement to thoſe who ſtand be- 
fore them for Judgment, to fay all 
they can to make good their Plea, 
ws to grant them a full Hearing. 

And to ſhew the excellency 6f 


; this Rule, we ſhall look upon the 


Words under feveral A/pets. 

1. As they are vas humane nats 
re, the voice of humane nature, break- 
ing forth from that firit principle of 
it; Do as thos wouldſt be done by. No 
Judge or Magittrate, if inſtead of 
ſitting on the Bezch { excuſe the 
ſuppoſition, which I will uot make, 

but 


« 


10 ÞJV Bealonable Plea 
but with a modeftApology)he ſhould : 
ſtand at the Bar as a reputed Craminal, | 
or asa Pliintiff or Defendant, would: 
be willing to have ] t paſs, till | 
his Ples were made, and he had vb- : 
tained a full and fair Hearing. | 
Therefore as we uſe to phraſe ir, ' 
Turn the Tables, Let the Reverend * 
Fudge ſuppoſe himſelf in his Cir- ! 
cumſtances who comes before him: | 
in ] ent, and then do as Na- 
ture it felf diftates, as he would be 
done by. Hear him out, ſay ashe 
would defire it ſhould be {aid to him- 
elf. Say os. 

* That's the firſt, they are the voice 
of humane nature. 

2. They are wverba ſapientie, 
words of wiſdom, Wiſdom is highly * 
m_ ite in a Judge. Theretore 
Solomon ( wile already ) made it 
his Prayer, which God ſo highly 
approved, 1 Aings 3.9. Give thy 
ſervant an underſtanding heart to 
judge thy people. Or as it 15, 1 Chron. 


I. IQ. 
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I. 10, Give me wiſdom and under- 
Janding, for who can judge this thy 
"pl that is ſo great. And Hirew 
ed God for giving to his Fiend 
rnerh wiſe Son to judge his people 
Iſrael. Now wiſdom gt in the 
adapting ſutable means for the at- 
tanment of deſirable ends, The 
end of judicial proceedings, is to 
doe hawks, and 
due to him. Now what means carl 
be ſo fit, and conduce ſo evident! 
to _ as to ſift An—_—— - py 
and fair r 
tions, __ Defences of he 
Parties concerned. Twas this 
that gave Solomon that Renown in 
judging berwixt the two Harlots, 
T Aing.3. wit, That all who heard 
itfaid, 7he wiſdom of God" was in biz 
to do jadoment. For *rwas from their 
owti mouths he diſcovered which 
was the true Mother of the Child, 
which he had never done had he 


let them Say on. 
ny 2 B 3. Ferbs 
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3. Yerba juſtitiza & aquitatit, 
are words of Equity ana Righte- 
ou/nefs, Tis moſt juſt to hear Men 
out what they have- to ſay, before 
they be condemned, or acquitted : 
therefore *tis a cuſtomary queſtion 
beoduced, //her cv that ſoy fo 
roduced, f canſt tf ay 
ra ſelf ? and ho Protlamation 
more common in 'Courts .than Ler 
thern come forth; and they ſhall be heard. 
'Tis a Rule in every Man's Mouth. 
Qui aliquid ſtatwerit, parte inaudita 
altera, 
eAquam licet ſtatwerit, hand equus ta- 
wen facrit. 


12 


He that determines any thing with- 
ont hearing both ſides, although he 
chances to determine what is jnſt, yet 
is not jaſt himſelf in [o determining. 


Therefore "twas praiſe-worthy 
Juſtice in Azrippa, Act. 26, that he 
taid 


| 


| 
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ſaid to the poargrs rg: _ we 
ttted to ſpe fy. 

Lowes a ſtanding Rule amongft the 
Romans (a e 1o retowned for 
their Faftice, that S., faguſtine a- 
ſcribes all their Succeſſes to God's 
rewarding of their Juſtice ) not fo 
deliver any Man to die, till the Mccu- 


fed had his Aecuſers face to face, 


and liberty to anſwer for himſelf, ACt: 
25.16. 

” They are verbs miſericordia, 
words of mercy , and commendable 
compaſſion and condeſcenſion. 

awful Solemnities which at- 
tend Courts of Judicatute, doofteri 
ſtrike a conſternation into thoſe who 
appear before them ; and few Men, 
of low and common Education, have 
that preſence of ſpirit and audacity; 
whether Principals or Witneff, to 
recolle&t chermfeives ſuddenly. 
Tis therefore very commendable 
compaſhon to relieve them againſt 
their fears and amazements , and 


B 3 not 
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not to diſcourage or put them out of 
countenance, nor luffer others to 
do it, but rather to raiſe them to a 
juſt confidence, by bearing with, | 
and helping them againſt theur weak- 
neſſes , with theſe, or words of 
the ſame import, Say oz, be not dif- 
mayed, or afraid, but ſpeak freely, | 
let us hear all you havetofay. | 

6. _ They are verbs pati- | 
entie, words of patience ;, than which, 
nothing is a greater arnament to the 
Tribunals of Juſtice, no word worſe 
becoming their mouths who fit on 
them, than »onz vacar, which made 
the poor Woman reply ſo ſmartly 
to Philip of Macedon,” who when 
ſhe demanded Audience and Juſtice 
of him, faid, FH: could not tend it, or 
was not at leiſure: Hhy then will you 
be King ? I pray, Sit, tet ſome body 
elſe be that can and will. 


De wita hominis nulla cunttatio lon- 


ga. 
No | 


= 
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No deliberation, no delay ſhould be 
eſteemed long, in which lo. precious 
a thing as the life of a Man is con- 
cerned. 

And becauſe you Gentlemen of 
the Zong Robe have a juſt veneration 
for the ſage and grave Sayings of 
your Predeceſſors, 1 1t cite”'a memo- 
rable and very commendable Paſſage 
I heard near forty years agoat Cam- 
bridge Caſtle, from the Lord Chief 
Juſtice Baxks, when an inferiour 
Officer of the Court prayed him to 
make haſte, for they ſhould be too 
late, Heopenly replyed, 7 had ra- 
ther travel all night, or put my ſelf to 
any inconvenience, than the Kings 
Fuſtice ſhould be genyed to any of bis 
Lizge People, or huddle over buſineſs 
for want of time tohear it fairly. 

And this for the Speaker, as they 
are the words of a Aing or Fudpe, 
ecchoing, the ſentiments of humane 
nature, \peaking as a wiſe, a juſt, a 
merciful, a patient Fudge, Say on. 

B 3 All 
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All Virtues ornamental to Tribu- 
nals, that nothing can be more. 


. T proceed to the ſecond Conlide- 
ration : that is, of the Perſom ta whom 
they were ſpoken: that is, to a Pe- 


Fitioner, a Plantiff, who came to 
plead her cauſe before him as her 
Fudge. 


And Firſt, they were did*z mulic- 
Fi, ſpoken to 4 woman; whoſe 
Sex expoſed her to ſome pre- 
judice, as not needing over much en- 

ment to ſpeak: yet he faith 
not, She'll talk enough without bid- 
ding z and if I encourage her, (he'll 
never have done. , Vo idle or frivo- 
lous pretences ſbould debar thoſe whoſe 
Lives, Eſtates, or other near Con- 
eernments lye at ſhake, from 1 "ax" and 
fair Hearing. He faith to the Wo- 
man, Say on, 


2. Dicta 
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2. Didta Vidue, ——_— ſpoken 
to« Widow. Hidow- is a for- 
lorn eſtate, and Hidaw is a deſolate 
name. Had the Plaintsff been a 
great man, no wonder that ſuch an 
ane ſhould obtain a Full Hearing. 
But to give leave and encouragement 
to a poor, to a deſolate H/idow, to 
Sy on, this was much to be wonder 
ed at, but more to be commended. 
'Twas ſuch a piece of Juſtice in 
righteous Fob that rendred him ſo 
eminent: the words are ſo remark- 
able, I cannot omit the rehearſal of 
them at large : Fob 29. 11, 12, 13, 
14,15, 16, 17. /Vhen the ear heard 
me, then it bleſſed me z, and when the eye 
ſaw me, it gave witnef{ to me, Be- 
cauſe 7 delivered the poor that cryed, 
and the fatherleff and him that had noxe 
to help him. The Bleſſing of bim 
that was ready to periſh, came upon 
me, and 7 cauſed the widows heart to 
fing for joy. I put on righteouſneff, 
and it dlathed me, my judament was 
B 4 a Robe 
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4 Robe and Diadem. - 7 was eyes to the 


: 


blind, and feet was Tto the lame, I | 


was 4 father to the poor, and the cauſe 


which 7 knew not 1 ſearched out and © 


F brake the jaws of the wicked, and 
rap the ſpoil out of his teeth. 


which words there can be no 


better Commentary upon Devid's 


ſaying to a deſolate and poor widow, 
Say on. 


3. Ditta Reo, ſpoken to a guilty 
perſon, For if it be true, that in 
the eye of the Law, Attor & Reus 
eandem ſuſtinent perſonam : What is 
ſaid to him or her that pleads the 
cauſe of the guilty, is ſaid as tothe 

gailty. To ſuſpend prejudice, and 
- tohearout a preſumed guilty party, 
arguss much candor and mo- 
deration. The Zaw ſuppoſes every 
man honeſt and innocent : and every 
man's cauſe ju? and good, till it 1s 
found, and appears atherwiſe, and 

that 


: 
r | 
- 
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that cannot be without diſcuſſing it; 
therefore no preſumptive ers. Jo. 
ſhould ſtop their mouths, or debar 
them thew Pleas. Let even ſuch 
therefore Say or. 


4. Difts reo parricidii, they were 
ſpoken to one guilty of Murder, the 
worlſt of Crimes, and Fratricide the 
worlt of Murders. The fouleſt of- 
fences cut not off the offender from 
liberty to plead his caule, to defend, 
and if he can, to clear himſelf: 
which minds me of God's own 
ceeding with Cain in the very ſame 
Circumſtances, when he had ſlain 
his Brother Abe/, Gen. 4. here is 
thy Brother ? What haſt thou done ? 
Which Queſtions imply a liberty to 
an{wer, left him. 


5. Ditta confitenti, to one who had 
confeſſed the Fa, and in effeCt ac- 
c4/cd him whom ſhe came to defend 

and 
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.znj] plead for; Circumſtances oft al- 
ter the caſe very much, and great 
alleviations may be urged , which 
may exrenuatethe fault, rhough they 

neither do, or/can deny the Fatt; 


therefore even confitents reo, fay, 
Say on. | 


6. But laſtly, dis buouilich ſup- 
plicanti, they were ſpoke to une who was 
humble and modeſt, and wade Ji, 
for audience: VET. 4, She fell ow her 
face and mad: obeyſance, © She aid, 
Let thy hindmaid 7 pray on, Seat 4 
word to my Lord the King. made 
ſapplication to her Fudze: ſhe be- 
haved not her ſelf unſcemly , = 
did not extort an Hearing wi 
noiſe and clamour : nor like the 
ther //idow, Luke 18, him 
out with importunity, and ſo teez 
the Judge, that he did her Z#/ice to 
be quiet, and reliey'd her in his own 
detence: no, ſhe ſought it iaabYy, 


nl 
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and obtain'd it candidly. 


"Tis infuntely —_—_ and a 

ar delecrating prophaning 
Þ ſacred as a Courtof Judt- 
cature, and ſo holy a thing as Juſtice 
it ſelf is, to bawl, and jeer, and 
make a noiſe,and is ſofar from being 
manly,that this W aman may ſhame 
them to uſe thew Tongues better. 
And ſuch procedure gives juſt ſuſpi- 
cion, that the werits of that cauſe 
are not very good, which needs the 
raiſing fo rguch duſt, to, cloud them 
from the eyes of ſober Reaſow. 


When S. Paw! pleaded before 
King Azripps and Feftus, his Plea 
was words of truth and ſoberneſſ: 
AQt. 26. 35+ 


The King's preſumed preſent in 
his Courts, and a greater than Z#&, 
the Aing of Kings, He judgeth 4 


monzſt 
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mongft the Gods , the judgment is the 
Lord's. 

- Therefore all things ſhould be car- 
ried as becomes ſuch a preſence, 

evely, modeſtly , loberl » feriouſh, 
for though every good Fudge will lay 
to ſuch, with Devid here, Say or. 
I ſuppoſe no wiſe Fudge will ſayin | 
earneſt what Fob once ſaid in /rony, | 
Job 21. 3. Mock on. 


3. Quo fine, for what end, intent, 
on yr he give her this leave 
encouragement to Say oz. 
NE for _ wile, and great 


ones, to fi ſome of 
which, may be -and exem- 


Firſt, To find out the truth and 
ripht. The Tongue is the Hearts 
Interpreter, and other mens Infor- 
mer; and truth is often bolted our, 
by the moving of the Lips. 

| A plain 


2 good argue 
ment of honeſt fimplicity. When 
on the other Oh of 
- ag. n 

PT ſtick, coma 
o__ and have little or nv- 
thing to ſay, 'tis a ſhrewd preſum- 
ptionall is not right z and ſo though 
it be uncomely in this place, to 
name the Proverb, tis hike occurs 
toall your ) C—_— 
oft enſnared 7 their own pens 
their tomgues [rs rar 
and my are jude ar Fe _ 
mouths 
For nothi get en 
true $ inly, as the matter is, 
truth > always conabſtent with 
it ſelf, and to a juſt and ho 
neſt cauſe, which carries with it it's 
own 
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ownevidence. Sonothing is harder 
than to make a falſe matter appear 
4ue, and a foul cauſe roappear juſt 
and clear toa diſcerning mind. ' Let 
them therefore Sy os, *tis the way 
to clear the innotent, to romvitt the 
gxilty, and bring truth to light. 


2. Zo preſerve the honour of Fu- 
ditial Proceedings, which is of great 
Concernment. 

While the Zudze judges the Cr/- 
#inals, or between the parties /iti- 
gant, all the Aſſembly will be ſure to 

ge him © and therefore *cis not e- 
nough todecree whar is juſt ; but to 
make it thanifeſt that he proceeds 
juſtly ; even God himſelf, whoſe 
nature ſecures him from all unrigh+ 
teouſneſs , and makes it impoſſi- 
ble for hims to do injuſtice , 
yet takes care to make it apparent, 
that he proceeds juſtly, that he may 
be juſtified when he ſpeaketh, and 


clear 


| 


| 
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thar when he judgeth. As we have 
it, ®/al. 58. 4. or as the 
turns the words, Rom. 3.4 
thou mighteft be jaſtified in ty for 
ings, and mig hteſt overcome when 
art judged, God himſelf —_— 
ſcape the ethſure of the world; and 
therefore -for the honour of his 
Righteouſneſs _ wa his 
proceedings to ju t no 
place may be left for cavil or re- 
proach. 


3. To pot an tnd to firife and cojr- 
tention, What is the reafon of 
bringing the ſame cauſe fo often 0- 
ver, bur pretence of not i m_ 
a fait Hearing atthe firft 
well done, is twice done. " And wn 
ing Caulcs well once, would prevent 
the trying of therfti, it may be; 
twice or thrice: "ris not only for . 
your honour therefore, but for your 
eale, to let theta, Say one 

4. To 
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4 Toprevent clamonr. We have & 


Proverb, Loſers will have leave to | 


talk, and they often talk fo much 
whert they have loſt, becauſe they 
had not leave to talk, to prevent their 

Let them therefore Say on 


loling. 
before the Sentence, and they will | 


bave nothing to ſay after. Yea, the 
condemntd Giminals will yield their 
lives more ſilently, and calmly, and 
ſubmiſly to the Law , when Con- 
demnation was not awarded, till 


they had liberty to make their beſt | 


defence. 


s. To reſtrain the violence 4 proud 
oppreſſns Men. Nothing ſo much 
emboldens great Men to oppreſs, 
and wrong, and grind the poor, as 
a confidence that their complaints 
will ot be heard or regarded. 


Now if the Magiſtrate will con- 
hder 
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ſider the cauſe of the needy and 4f- 


" flidted, the Fatherleff, and Widow , 


the poor and helpleff when they cry 
to him, this will be a mighty re- 
ſtraint, that rhe man of the earth ſball 
ro more oppref. 

The one would not dare to /ay on 
{o unmercifully, as oft they do, if 
they knew the other ſhould obtain ſo 
merciful a Sy on, when they make 
complaint. 


6. Laſtly, that true ſentence may 
pf, according to the merits of the 
Cauſe, and as ſhall appear juſt up- 
on a Full Hearing, is is the Life 
and Crown of all ; for of the two 
it were better, and more tolerable 
to huddle up a buſineſs, and precipi- 
tate a Sentence, though thisbe a ve- 
ry great fault, than to paſs Sentence 
againſt, and give JH con- 
trary to the merits of a Cauſe, arid 
what hath been made appear __ 

C F 
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Full Hearing to be juſt and righte- 
OUS, 


Therefore that a ſacred Court may 
not be branded with the prophane 
name of a fortuitous Zottery, let the 
Pleader Say oz, and let his ſodoing 
be crown'd with the Revereng, - 
es, faying, in, his Sentence what 1s 
Fuſt and Right, according to. the ap- 
parent merits of the Cauſe. And 
thus far briefly of the Words, as 


have an aſpe& on the Af 
hey an alpe&t on 


But 1 may, well ſuppoſe you are 
not all concera'd in the peculiar bu- 
fineſt of the day, and the ſpecial oc- 
cal on of this Solema Appearance : 
and {o my Diſcourſe hath hitherto 
not reached many of you: and I 
would be loath that any man 
ſhould wholly loſe his labour of At- 
tendance here, eſpecially by m 
fault. | tall 


| 
| 
: 


1 
: 
: 
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ro therefore borrow a _ 
liberty for a double improvement 
theſe Words, Szy on, it a more 
ſpiritual manner ; and lo, as may be 
Jr and 


' of an wniverſal 7 


Firſt, Give God « fair Hearing , 
him not, let bim Sy on, 
when he pleads his own cauſe to 
provoke you to your Duty, or to 

ince you of your neglett of 


it 


ſelf, why thou ſhouldſt not be con- 
demned ? &$ay on, thou ſhalt have a 
fair Hearing, /ay what thou caoſt for 

C 2 thy 
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thy ſelf: take heed your ways be not 
ſo unaccountable , that you muſt 
then ſtand mure, and have nothing to 
ſay for your ſelves, when God bids 
you Say on. 


Firſt, As to what God hath to ſay 
to you, grant him a fair Hearing, 
cut him not ſhort , interrupt him 
not, but ſay unto him, Sy oz. 


And that this may appear leſs 
ford, yea, [ a-o and pertinent : I 
may a us, If it be incumbent 
on the Fade bid the Priſoner, the 
Pleader, the Plaintiff or Defendant, 
Say on, "tis much. more neceſſary, 
equal, and becoming, that they 
ſhould hear the Judge ; and woſt of 
all, that we ſhould hear him that is 
the Fudge of all men, the Fudge of all 


the earth. 


But nearer yet, if the Zdge muſt 
hear 


for a Full Hearing: 31 
hear the Pleader, Ma» muſt hear 
God: for he vouchſafes, (oh afto- 
niſhing condeſcenſion ! )* to” make 
man judge, and to plead his own 
Cauſe before the Tribunal of 'Mar's 
Reaſon. /ſa. 1. 18. Come let us rea- 
fon together. And 5.3. O men of 
Fudah, judge ye T pray you betwixt 
me and my vineyard, 


Where God's Plea is m—_—_— 
with ſuch ſtrength of Reaſon, ſuch 
convictive evidence, ſuch unanſwer- 
able clearneſs, that tereſt it ſelf 
cannot bribe man to forbear giving 
ſentence on God's ſide. 


So the Prophet Samuel on God's 
behalf, 1 Sam. 12. 7. ap to 
themſelves while he pleads God's 
cauſe, Stand ſtill that 1 may reaſon 
with you before the Zord of all the 
righteous atts of the Lord, which he 
did to you and your Fathers, So Fer. 

C 
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2.9. / will cad with you, ſaith 
the Lord, nd peo your ? chillrens 
children wil I plead. See allo Ezek. 
-_ 3s 36. See allo that full place 
purpoſe, Mich. 6. 1,2, 3445- 
nu the Lord faith 
-* Hep Lord hath « controverſie with 
le, -_ __ will plead with I/- 
rae people, what have 7 
done nnto ho? — teſt ifre <xcinf 
Fama” 7 you may know t 
_—_—_— of the Lord. Now 1s it 
not all the reaſon in the world, "that 
when God appeals to Man, and 
makes him Z#uage, and pleads before 
him, that he ſhould allow him a 
fair Hearing, and let him Sy 
on, 


But to make all ſure, that we pro- 
ceed pertinently, we have an in- 
ſtance in terminis, S. Luke 7. 40. 
where Simor the Phariſee ufeth 
this very word to our Lord 

Chriſt 


| 
| 
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Chriſt himſelf , Miſter , Say 


Now I moft earneſtly exhort 
EI ns bis ths th Fee 


mot your hearts. 
Speak Zord , BY hrererh. 
Reſolve with D I will hearken 
whet God the Lord will ſpeak, Plal. 
85.8. and with Simon, Lord, Ma 
fer, Say on. 


Now God ſpeaks once, yea, twice, 
Job 33. 14- you, thrive 


t. God ſpeaks to thee by the yoice 
of thy Conſcience. 


2. God ſpeaks to thee by the voice 
of tis Ward. 
C 4 3. God 
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3. God ſpeaks to thee by the ſe- 


cret voice of his Spirit. 


1. He ſpeaks to Man by the 
voice of his Conſcience. Zhe ſpirit 
of a man is. the candle of the Lord, 
Prov. 20. 27. So'tisalſo the 7azgne 
and Yoice of the Lord. Conſcience 
is God's Deputy, what that ſpeaks, 
he ſpeaks, that accuſes or excuſes 
according to the Law his own Fin- 
ger hath written - on thy hearr. 
Therefare ſtop. not its mouth, ſtifle 
not its checks, put it not to lilence , 
but hear it out ; and ſay unto it, Say 
on, 


' 2. He ſpeaks tothee by his Word. 
This is beyond controverſie with all, 
but downright Atheiſts, that whet 
the Scriptures-ſpeak, God ſpeaketh. 
This teacnerh thee to deny all ungodl:- 
neſs and worldly luſts, and to live righ- 
reoufly, ſoberly, goaly in this preſent 

world, 
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world. There's not a - _ gy 
Law of Nature or Grace , which 
this forbids not under pain of eternal 


death ; nor a duty of either, to which 


it encourages not, with the promiſe 
of eternal life. This ſhews. the e- 
quity, the reaſonableneſs, the excel- 


| lency, the neceſſity of xvery Duty, 


Virtue , Grace : and' the iniquity, 
unreaſonableneſs, baſeneſs, danger 
of 'eyery Corruption, ice and Sin. 


'Hear, 'confider, weigh well what ir 
faith. | 


Anddare not to go on where God's 
Word bids thee fop; nor dare to 
ſtand ſtill where God's Word bids 
thee go forward. 


Time will not give me leave, nor 
will the Text well bear it, to plead 
God's Cauſe. I may only admoniſh 
you to hearken how he pleads it in 
| | lus 
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his Word himſelf, where you ſhall 
meet with all the cogent 

Right Reaſon can be moved by, in 


nefſ: and againſt Yice, Prophanc- 
x Debaachery, Dibenify ard &. 
religion, dfawn from his authority 
over thee, and Benefits to thee, from 
all the Attributes of his Nature, 
nts of bis yprerningt the Reckeanh 
ments of 11s | 

World. His Promiſe and Zhreat« 
nings, his Rewards and Puniſbments, 
&c. So from Chrift, the exam- 
ple of his Ho/y Life, the love and de. 
ſign of his Bloody Death, &c. 


Now when-thou art moved to any 
Duty, or tempted to any Sin, before 
thou refuſe the" oze, or yield to the 
other , hear fully what God in his 
Word ſaith for it, or againſtit. Let 
God make his full P/ez before thou 

yieldeſt, 


— 
— 


—__ 
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yicldeit, and giveſt ſentence for the 
do not precipitate, and becauſe one 
reaſon prevails not, relolye to hear 
no more, but hear him out, Maſter, 


Say on. 
If his bare awhority il not, 
try what the es oſs of by 


Benefits may do. If Thus ſaith the 
Lord, be not enough, hear him, 
laying, O fooliſh people, will ye thus 
require the Lord 4 It hus love. con- 
ſtrain thee not, try whether his fear, 


- and theterrors of the Lond may not 


reſtrain thee, if the promiſes and 
bopes of going to Heaven be too 
light, put in the wrath revealed 


| from Heaven, and the conſideration 


of eternal Burnings. 


If Gods Glory move thee not, 

' hear what he faith of thine own in- 
tereſt: if the declarationof the pro- 
miles 
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miſes and threatenings ſuffice nor, 
hear what he faith of th fullfilling 
and exemplifying of them upon 0- 
thers, to give thee warning. 


I ſuggeſt theſe few Inſtances tran- 
fiently, which may . teach you to 
make many more ; and I beſeech 
you doit, hear all God faith for Daty, 
and againſt Sin, before you reject 
the one, of yield to the other; and 
remember that the ſinfulnefs of the 
world, and their final condemnation 
is chiefly aſcribed to their not hear- 
ing what God faith to them in the 
Word. Peruſe with greateſt feri- 
oulnelſs that awakening place, Prov. 
I. 24. to the end: which if you 


mind, as you ſhould-do, 1 _ | 
r 


you'll give God a Fuller Hearing 
the future; and when he ſpeaks to 
you in his Word, will let him plead 
his Cauſe at large, and Szy os. 


3. He 
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, He-ſpeaks to you by his Spi- 
nl whiſj s g ſecretly and flently 
to your . There 1s an intt- 
mate converſe -betwixt God's Spirit 
and Man's, of which the ftanders 
by can take no notice. 


Thow ſhalt hear a voice behind 
thee, ſaying, this is the way, walk in 
it, Iſa. 3o. 21. 


Hear him therefore as a ſpirit of 
convittion , pleading with thee to 
convince thee of, and bring thee to 
repentance for. thy paſt Sins. | 


As a ſpirit of excitation ſtirring 
andquickening thee to preſent Duty, 
as a ſpirit ot reſtraint to withdraw 
thee from thy ſinful prattices or 
purpoles. Oh do not this abominable 
thing which 7 hate. 


As 


46 TB Seriots Þles 

Asa ſpirit of Application, 
ſetting home general ernths 
to a man's particular caſe 
this concerns thee, Thou art 
the Man : Generalia nou pun- 
gunt : therefofe the ſpirte in 
the reading or hearing the 
Word, uſes to infer from Ge- 
nerals, and apply in this or 
the like manner; If the 
wrath cf God be revealed from 
Heawen againſt all unrighte- 
ouſneſs, then agaioft mine. 
If every one be accurſed that 
continues not inall things that 
are written in the Law, then 
ſo am |. If every one that 


repents not nu ſi periſh, then 
maſt 1, if I repent nor, the 
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ſpirit | 
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ſpirit ond the bride ſay come, 


and whoever will, let him take 


| of the water of life freely; 


mY 


theg 1 way take ic,'tis as freero 
me as toany other, God hath 
not excluded me, if 1 exclude 
not my ſclf , + fic in cateris, 
in the general threats, _ 
es, s. Oh therefore 
Ti ſtands at the 
door and knocks, open to bins , 
when he calls, anſwer bim. 
Reſift him not, provoke bim 
not , quench him nat, grieve 
bim not, put him noe to fi- 
lence, treat him not rudely, 
turg not a deaf car, but fay 
unto him, What wilt thou 
| have me do? Speak, Lord, 


| | | thy 
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thy. ſerwant heareth : Bleſſed 
Lord, Say on. 

The laſt improvement 1 
ſhall make of the words, is to 
mind you to get ready a good | 
Plea againſt the time God 
ſhall call for it, and give you 
the liberty to ule e. 

There is a day approachene, 
nay, in ſome degree now is, 
1n which we muſt appear at 
God's Tribunal, and though 
we muſt expect a ſtrit, yet 
we may aſſure our (elves of a 
Fair Trial. God will hear us 
out: he will give us leave to 
Say onall that we can ſay with 
reaſon, for our juſt defence : 


Iſay 4 1.21. Produce your cauſe, 
will 
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will the Lord ſay, bring forth 
your firong teaſons, ſaith the 
kjng of Jacob. 
Reſolve therefore with the 
Prophet , Habbok, 2. 1. To 
watch to ſee what he will ſay 
to you, and what you ſball an- 


- ſwer, when you are reproved or 


argued with. 

Now God hath two Tribu- 
tals : one in this world, the 
other in the world to come. 

he firſt creed in every 
man's ly his Comſtience 
enlightened by the word; 
which is magni judicii pre ju« 
dicium: as a private Seſſions 
preparatory to the general 
and grand Aſſiſe, which is the 

D ſecond, 
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ſecond, the judgment ſeat of 
Chriſt, at which we muſt all 
appear to give an account of 
all we have done in the fleſb, 
whether good or ewil. | 
. .* I beſcech you therefore be- 
thipk your (clves before hand, 
provide your Plea, for God 
will certainly call for it. ©. 
Firft, What haſt thou to 
ſay when God ſhall ſummon | 
thee to appear before his De- | 
puty, thy own Conſcience ? 
and ſhall demand a reaſon of 
thy. ways? O man, why doſt 
thou do ſo or ſo? I am ready 
to hear thee ; Say on, 

A wile man ſhould do no- 
thing, for which he cannot 


gi4C | 
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give -4 good reeſon: » And I 
know no :reaſon' good, | but 
chis, or. what is redyceable to 
this. God commands-me, .or at 
leaſt a/lows-me lo todo? Taps» 
peal therefore to-the Confer 
ences of all chat hear me this 
day, whether you can give 
this reaſon for all the ations 
of your. lives, God' commands 
me, or-allows me to do what 
I do, If you can, 'tis well : 
happy Congregation, bleſſed 

Atllembly are you | 
Bue this is a thing rather 
to be wiſbed it were, than bo- 
ped it is. 1 therefore there 
be. any who comes to bear 
falſe witneſs againſt bis Neigh- 
D 2 bour, 
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- boar, who comes, though he 
gilds over his malice and 'vie« 
lence with pretext of Law, 
rover, to 2Pronp, of to oppreſy 
his Brother +: or to defend 
what he knows to 'be an vn- 
—_— Canſe, to the ruine 

the poor and innocenie, can 
. hefay ſo? Can he that ſwears 
falfly by the God of Truth, of 


cuſtomarily by the name of | 
him'who is a God of Holi» | 


weſe, fay, ſo? Can the Drunk- | 


ard, the Lyar, the Adulterer, 


| 


| 


the Thref,, the Deſpiſer of Ho- | 
lineſs, ſay God command, him, | 


or allows him to be fach ? 
I beſcech you dex! upright- 
ly, and venture not todo any 
thing, 


If 


Ee 


Ld 


W” 
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ehing, of which you cannoe 
givea good account and rea- 
ſon to God and your own 
Canſciences; for if your beert 
condemn you, God is greater 
thas your heart, and will cox 
demn you much more. 

Laftly, I pray conſider well 
what Plea thou wile make at 
the day of Judgment ; 'tis an 
awtul and awakening thing to 
name ic, or to think on'e.Bur it 
will be a moſt dreadful thing 
then to ſtand mute, not as ſame 


| do at the Bar, through ſallen- 
| neſs or flomach; but as the 
man who thruſt in to the 


Wedding Feat without a 
Wedding Garment to be 


D 3 ſpeechleſs 
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ſpeechleſs, and have nothing to 
ſay, when God bids them , 
Say on. 

And x moſt earneſtly en- | | 
treat you, and adjure you not |} ; 
to fſatisfie your ſelves in any | | 
Pleas which will not be als 
lowed, or hold good art that | | 
day. 

"Twill not ſerve your turn | | 
then to ſay, 1 neither believed, | 

| 
| 


nor thought of ſuch a day; 
if 1 had, 1 would have prepa- | 
red better for it: nor to ſay] | 
knew indeed , and ſometimes 
thought of chat day, and re- | 
ſolved to be prepared before } | 
I died, but that | was prevent- | 
ed by dying ſooner than Imade | 

account 1 ſhould. No, | 
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No, nor to ſay, 1 was bapti- 
zed, and kept my Church, 
and ſometimes ſaid my Prayers, 
and only did what I ſaw others 
do before me, who were my 
Berters, and wiſer men thanT, 
and though 1 often did what I 
fear I ſhould nor.l was reſolvgd 
to ſay 1am very forry, and cry 
God mercy when 1 came to 
die. He that hath no better 
ſuff than this, no wiſer Ples 


| ro make, will have little liſt to 


' Say on, when God ſhall bid 


him do fo. 

Bur you will ask me what 
Plez2 will then hold? I ans 
ſwer, 1 find none iz terminis in 
all the Bible, and '"tis not 
D 4 wildom 
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wiſdom to be wiſe above and 
beyond yhat's written. 1 find 
one indeed made for them by 
the Judge, Maith. 25. 1 was 
bungry, and ye fed me, &c. But 
none made formally by any 
man as for himſelf, x will not 
thevefore aſſume the boldneſs 
to: preſcribe a form to any 
man, to plead his cauſe then, 
nor in expreſs wards can for- 
mally conclude what t would 
my ſelf then fay : yet for the 
matter and ſubſtance 1 would 


be glad to be able with confi- | 
dence to.ſay, when God ſhall | 


bid me plead my Cauſe, and 

anſwer for my (elf. 
O Lord, who knoweſt all 
thip gs, 


—_ 
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thinge, thou knoweſt 1low/d 
theo Pucerely, thaugh not pere 
fedily. And that 1 earneftly 
deſired to know thy whole 
will, and (crioufly exdeawonred 
tea fulfil ze, and uafeignedly 
repented of my tranſgrefſions 
of ict. Thou knoweſt, L ord, 1 
thankfully accepted the Grace 
offered in the Goſpel:Cove. 
nant; and then did, and flit 
do moſt earneſtly defire to be 
fonnd in Chrifh, not baving my 
oxwu righteouſneſs, but that 
righteauſieſs which is of God 
thraugh farth in Feſus Chrift, 
-wham God hath ſent forth to 
be a propitiation, through faith 
in bis blood. 


Such 
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Such a Plse made up of the 
conditions of the:/New Cove- 
nant, Faith and Repentance, 
love and univerſal new obedi- 
enceinſome mealure perform» 
ed by the afliſtance of Divine 
Grace, would 7 be glad to 
be provided of againſt that 
day. 

And I doubt not bue who- 
ever can make ſuch a Plea in 
truch, will have great bold- 
neſs to Say on, when God 
ſhall bid him, and ſhall hear 
God ſay to him, Well done, 
good and faithful ſervant, in- 
beritthe kingdom prepared for 
thee before the foundation of 
the World. 

| For 
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For which Bleſſed Sentence, 

he of his infinite Mercy pre- 

pare us, who hath by his Blood 

purchaſed that Kingdom for 

all that love him, and wait for 
his Appearance. Auwren. 


FINTS. 


